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Introduction 
 

Brian had been a Fleet Driving Instructor prior to his retirement, covering driver training on all 

types of commercial vehicles as well as being a Driver Examiner. With a career stretching 

back to 1956, he has worked with all classes of driver, including Police Officers during their 

advanced driver training courses.  

With the aid of real life examples of the silly things drivers do and some statistics, the 

purpose of his talk was to take a look at driver competence as it relates to the causes and 

cures of road risk.  

 

The Driver 
 

Brian started by building up a picture of a typical driver and used a simply questionnaire with 

the audience to test their knowledge of such matters as road signs, stopping distances and 

basic safety awareness. Out of a possible score of 10, the average result was 4. He went on 

to say that on average drivers are only concentrating for 25% of the time they are driving, so 

changes in the road ahead may be missed which increases the likelihood of a collision, even 

at low speeds. 40% of accidents for example are caused during manoeuvring, where as 80% 

of accidents on high speed roads are “rear end shunts”. 

A major underlying cause of accidents was stated as being due to the attitude of drivers, 

being impulsive, impatient, intolerant, becoming angry, frustrated and displaying a personal 

approach to driving in which every other driver on the road is at fault. A short Disney video 

was shown at the end of the session to illustrate these points. For copyright reasons we are 

unable to attach it to this note, however you can find it on YouTube (Goofy in Motor Mania 

1950). 



 
 
 

Cures 
 

Driver training and awareness to raise levels of competency were cited as a means of 

reducing road risk. He outlined the process of achieving this which usually starts with 

carrying out and assessment of the company’s regular drivers and categorising them into 

high, medium and low rise, based on miles driven, hours worked etc. Companies have seen 

a reduction in accidents of between 30 and 80% following the introduction of advance driver 

training.  

 

Brian gave some basic tips on how to avoid collisions, the key ones being to “create space” 

around you when driving, to have an escape route and to remove “your pressure” so as to 

reduce stress by allowing more time to get to your destination. The key message throughout 

the presentation was; “Concentration, Observation and Anticipation” 

 


